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Annual General Meeting
Minutes September 25th 2013

1.	Chairman's welcome and Attendees

Douglas Gilroy, Terry Barlow (Individual), Amanda Burt (Individual),Sarah Erskine (Deafblind Scotland), Murray Fleming (Scottish Taxi Federation), Stan Flett (SATA), Mike Harrison (SATA), Sue Kelly (Inclusion Scotland), Ellen Killin (Deafblind Scotland), Bill Macrae (Individual), John MacDonald (CTUK and SATA), Jim McKay (Focus West Dumbartonshire), Brian Masson (SATA), John Moore (Lothian Community Transport), Rod Murchison (SATA), Duncan Hearsum (Dial-a-Journey), Hussein Patwa (Individual), Wayne Pearson (HcL), Alan Rees (SATA), Alison Ritchie (Individual), Anne Robertson (HcL), Terry Robinson (Describe-online and SATA), Ian Walker (Dumfries Accessible Transport Association), Muriel Williams (HcL)

Frances Simpson – note taker

2.	Apologies for absence

Arthur Cowie (Lochaber Disability Access Panel), Paul Cross (Individual), Kate Cross (Individual), Derek Dewar ( ), Sheila Fletcher ( ), Margaret Gilroy (Individual), Jan Goodall (Individual), Lilian Lawson (SCOD), Jane Horsburgh (Guide Dogs Scotland), Pat McGuigan (Individual ), Pauline Nolan (Inclusion Scotland), Patrick Nyamurundira (First Scotrail), Stephen Joyce (Deafblind Scotland).

3.	 Minutes of the AGM 2012

Approved: Terry Robinson
Seconded: Jim McKay

4.	 Matters Arising

None raised.

5.	Annual Report

Alan presented the Annual Report on behalf of the committee. The annual report was circulated in advance with the papers. 

Membership is keeping steady at around 70 and we are trying to increase that through our project. We had 4 meetings during the year and we had good attendance but we would like more people to come. Our costs have risen as sponsorship has been withdrawn and so we are considering other options for next year.

Our DPULO project is now under way, and Brian has been busy over the summer meeting groups and individuals. The aims are to strengthen the organisation by increasing membership, including increasingwhich would consequently increase our income; to increase our database so that we can develop a future strategy; and thirdly to find alternative sources of funding.

We have been involved in consultations, including the future of DPTAC, the Responsible Parking Bill and the Bus Regulation (Scotland) Bill. 

We have still been working hard on bus and coach issues and still believe that there is a need for a Bus and Coach Access Forum to match the Scottish Rail Accessibility Forum. Rail issues that we are concerned with are the major problems with Waverley and Haymarket, but we do work closely with Scotrail.

Thanks to all members and we look forward to the future with some confidence.

POINTS FROM THE FLOOR

Waverley Access (Murray Fleming): have we had any dialogue regarding the situation re taxis in Waverley? There is a great deal of uncertainty as to what the arrangements will be for dropping people off once the station’s refurbishment is complete. He also commented that Waverley claim to have consulted with a users’ forum but he does not believe this to have been effective as we do not know who the users are.

Mike/Terry/Brian – SATA has not officially been consulted at all. We have left access issues to the organisations more directly affected such as the taxi companies. We have had efforts in the past to set up a Waverley Users’ Forum but we have not had much information about progress on this. This is not just a concern for Edinburgh as the city is major national and international hub. 

Action: Request for SATA to be part of this debate and this was remitted to the Train sub-group and Terry agreed that this should be an issue for that group. 

Concessionary travel (Hussein Patwa): can SATA take forward a campaign to oppose the withdrawal of the service 100 bus to the airport that is planned when trams come into service? People with concessionary passes can’t use this pass on the trams but there will not be a bus alternative. 

Douglas said that we had time to address this and at least should be requesting that passes can be used on the transport available. We should be able to use concessionary passes on trams.

Action: Jim is a member of Bus and Coach sub-group and this will be passed to him. 

Unmanned rail services (Alison Ritchie): Alison uses a ramp to access trains and this depends on a ticket inspector helping with this at the station. There are a number of local services where you will not know if the service is to be manned or not, and some are unmanned; therefore this assistance is not available. This can mean a long wait for someone to help. 

Action: We agreed this was another issue to be taken up by the Rail sub group.

The Annual Report was proposed by Hussein Patwa and seconded by Bill Macrae and adopted by the meeting. The Chair proposed thanks to Alan for writing and presenting the report.

6.	 Accounts

Mike Harrison presented the accounts. This is the report that goes to OSCR and so has to report on all activities. 

Financial report: this had been approved by Management committee. Compared to last year we have a lower surplus and lower income. Subscription income has reduced and expenditure had increased. This was partly because we now have to pay for hiring rooms for meetings and also the AGM and Awards Ceremony costs more than normal meetings. But we are still healthy financially. 

Our DPULO project only started in April and so is not reflected in these accounts.

Questions

Qu: As the biggest cost to us is meeting space, can we find an organisation that can provide meeting space free? 

Douglas explained that we have enjoyed free lets before, but the other organisation was another charity and so they had to start to charge. Another venue that was sponsoring us also felt that they had to withdraw but any help to find a free venue would be welcome.

The accounts were unanimously accepted. The meeting also approved the re-appointment of our Independent Examiner, June Morrison.

7.	 Elections

Election of office bearers 

Stan Flett is now resigning from the committee and Douglas paid tribute to his enormous contribution to SATA not just at meetings but behind the scenes over many years. 

All offices are up for election.

Chairman: 2 nominations: Douglas Gilroy; Terry Robinson. A vote was taken and Douglas Gilroy is elected as Chair for the coming year.

Vice Chairman: Terry Robinson is elected unopposed.

Secretary: Mike Harrison is elected unopposed.

Treasurer: John Ballantine is elected unopposed. 

Committee:

Amanda Burt, John MacDonald, Alan Rees, Jim McKay, Rod Murchison, Terry Barlow have all been nominated and all were elected. 

We noted that Pauline Nolan had not indicated her intention to stand down or not but even with Pauline still holding a place, there are vacancies to which the committee can co-opt if needed.

8.	 Motions or Resolutions.

Terry Barlow: Terry asked the meeting to remember that accessibility is not just about physical accessibility for individuals with different disabilities, but also means how easy it is to get from one place to another by public transport. The timing of the meetings has excluded some people. Terry asks that in future years, the Awards Ceremony is in the morning and AGM in the afternoon as the AGM is the most important aspect of business for the organisation. Alison agreed that morning arrangements were often uncertain and a later start would make this much easier.

Douglas responded by saying that he was bringing a proposal for the AGM next year to change the timings and format and perhaps also the venue – he said that the committee had been considering Glasgow. Brian mentioned SPT and even Celtic Football Club as possible venues. Douglas recommended that we start with lunch then have the meetings after that – in whatever order people think – to allow people just to come for the meetings and give people more time to get here and the meeting agreed that this is an acceptable way forward. 

However, all other meetings in the year are in the afternoon with committee meetings in the morning to save money in travel costs. We discussed the implications of changing this and agreed that the later finish would simply add other barriers to people travelling during the busy commuter period.

AOB

Terry Barlow: Terry raised concerns that 2 organisations concerned with disabled people are having AGMs on the same day. SDEF and SATA. He asked us to make sure we don’t clash in the future. Douglas assured him we will try but when dates are set far in advance we cannot control what other organisations then do.

Douglas Gilroy: We agreed last year to change our normal meeting day from Thursday to Wednesday but this turned out to be problematic for the venue we use regularly. We need to agree a day for our meetings for this next year.

A vote was taken and Wednesday was the preferred option. However, the November meeting has already been booked for a Thursday. We agreed to publish annual dates well in advance.

Douglas gave his thanks to the committee and members and declared the AGM closed.

Alan offered a vote of thanks to the Chair.





 
 

